We studied malabsorption of fat in neonates who were fed either a lard-modified formula 
Introduction
Preterm neonates have a relatively low fat-absorption coefficient during the first weeks oftheir postnatal life (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) . Although fat absorption from human milk is higher than from formulas, it is still incomplete (1, (6) (7) (8) 
Subjects and methods

Subjects and clinical design
The criteria used to enroll infants in this study were estimated hospitalization of I wk and informed consent from the par- Table  2 and Figure  3 , a and b.
The free-fatty-acid fraction contributed to the vast majority of fecal lipids in both formula groups ( were similar for AB-L and AB (Fig 1) . They indicate a relative (Fig 3) . They reveal a relative loss of the 50-and 52-carbon-atom-containing triglycerides, which grossly correspond to the palmitic acid-containing triglycerides ( Table 2 ). Despite the almost complete hydrolysis ofdietary triglycerides (Table  3) , a specificity toward, and within, these Inglyceride groups exists (Fig 3) .
As expected, the fatty acid compositions of the formulas not only influenced those ofthe feces, but also those of erythrocytes and plasma (Tables  4 and 5 ). These postabsorption measurements showed differences between the two groups that corresponded with differences in the formulas' fatty acid compositions. 
